EDITORIAL

Imbibe the Legacy of May Day

The May day is the worldwide day of action and
solidarity of International working class. The historic
day was commenced with the event of Haymarket
Square, Chicago on 4th May of 1886. The peaceful
meeting conducted by various sections of Trade Un-
ions was brutally oppressed by the police and admin-
istration of the city. The assemblage was convened
demanding 8 hours legal working hours in all indus-
tries and factories and condemning those oppressing
the workers. Many rounds were fired, hundreds of the
workers injured and some died.

Trails were held on 8 leaders and of them the
four great Albert Parsons, August Spies, George En-
gel, Adolp Fisher were hanged on November 11th
1887 and the youngest 22 years old Louis Lingg made
suicide in the jail itself. They all became the Chicago
Martyrs of working Class. They faced their trail with
all courage and conviction. They spoke vociferously
against the exploitative capitalist society and focused
their dream of bringing a just society without any kind
of exploitation by man against man namely Socialism.
Let us all salute those brave hearts that stood for the
cause of right of workers and for a fair society.

The workers and socialists of various countries
met at Paris in 1889 and decided to observe May Day
on every first of May month as an international work-
ing class action day for fair treatment of workers in
every country, place and industry. This has been the
practice since May 1, 1890.

In our country India, Com. Singaravelar a great pa-
triot and working class leader of Madras first observed
May Day by giving call for Procession and public Meet-
ing in 1923. The AITUC session held at Delhi during
1927 called upon the workers of India to observe May
Day throughout the country. Initially and naturally en-
thusiastic workers participation observing may Day
was found in big cities like Calcutta, Bombay, Nagpur
and Chennai. Then it has engrossed every section of
the working class and today almost all the Trade Un-
ions of India and the world are observing May Day
with all fanfare and as celebration.

The working class of India played an appreciable
role in our freedom movement and especially the role
of P&T workers was not the least one. The experience
of working class in India has been one of fighting for
the protective labour Laws since the British period

like right to form Unions and right to have collective
bargaining thro some bibartite or tripartite machinery
and settlement of industrial disputes, social security
measures etc. The ruling class and the capitalist offenc-
es have been trying to solve their economic crisis by
burdening the working people at industry as well as in
the village farmlands.

Even after 70 years of Independence, the rulers
and the ruling capitalist class system failed to solve
our Agrarian crisis and the nation is witnessing the
death of farmers in lakhs. Our valuable youth crores
in numbers are in the plight of unemployment or
under employment. The organized working class in
almost all the industries are facing closures, disinvest-
ment, fill, retrenchment, job shedding etc. The unor-
ganized workers and contract labourers in lakhs are
continuously fighting for the Government fixed mini-
mum wage and not even 50 % of the wage so fixed
is given to them. There is no guarantee for any social
security to them. The security of women folk is greatly
disturbed and the country is not able to protect our
thousands of sisters who have every right to move
anywhere without any fear.

But concessions have been given in galore to the
corporate houses and they are allowed to loot public
wealth. The other serious concern of the working class
today is the unity of people having faith in various re-
ligions, customs, creed and food habits. Unfortunately
society is disturbed by the self appointed cultural po-
lice. Let us reassure the unity of 120 crore people by
standing together by practicing highest democratic
ethics and protecting each other for the right cause.

NFTE has a rich tradition of observing May day
in almost all the branches by hoisting our flags and
promising protection of our workers from the various
onslaughts. Our comrades in various cities and towns
have been participating the May Day rallies and Meet-
ings with other Trade unions. We hope they will do the
same this year also with great enthusiasm.

The tasks before BSNL workers are great in num-
ber. It is our foremost duty to protect our BSNL and
its financial Viability, by fighting out the offences of
other private operators in the name of competition
and against the ills of Government move. Let us strive
our best to safeguard our net work both towers and
cables. Let us focus our attention to get fair wage revi-




sion, though the question of profitability is haunting.
There are 40000 youngsters who yet to get any fair
social security provision like pension. They are thou-
sands of daily rated labours yet to get minimum wage
and social security. Let us rededicate ourselves for the
welfare of all workers in the BSNL.

WFTU one of our great International Centre of
world Trade Union Movement has given the follow-
ing May day message for this year. "Organise Struggle
against imperialistic Barbarity, for the Contemporary
Needs of the people and youth, For a world without
exploitation and wars." Let us spread the message.
May Day Greetings to all.
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